(CITY NAME)

Graffiti School Intercom Announcement

This two-day announcement is to be read in middle and high schools.

DAY 1

This graffiti announcement is being made to all middle and high school students in the city.  We are now cracking down on graffiti vandalism and recently we have significantly increased the penalties for this crime.  First time offenders now face a minimum of (XX) hours of removing graffiti on the weekends and the loss of their driver’s license for one year.  If you don’t have you license yet, the court has the authority to keep you from obtaining a license for one year after you apply.  Additionally, the vandals and their parents are required to attend a class to learn more about the damaging effects of graffiti.  The vandals or their parents will also have to pay the victims back for repairing the damage they caused.

A second offense will double the minimum number of hours in the weekend program to XXX.  Other penalties may include being placed under house arrest with an ankle monitor, Juvenile Hall or jail time.

With the passage of Proposition 21 a few years ago, the amount for felony vandalism has dropped from $5,000 to $400 in damage.  Keep in mind that this type of conviction will be a permanent mark on your record, which will affect your future employment.  Is tagging really worth messing up your future?

Recently, an 18 year old was sent to San Quentin State Prison for graffiti vandalism and there are more young adults awaiting sentencing.  Do you think damaging others’ property is worth going to prison?  This Graffiti Awareness Service Announcement will continue tomorrow.  Thank you and have a nice day.

DAY 2
Graffiti, hmmmm…..    Let me ask you a question, "How do you feel about graffiti"???  Do you think it's cool??? Let me ask you another question, "How would you feel if your gear, or the place where you stay at was tagged?????   Hmmm???

Some kids think graffiti is OK or cool, but not everyone, and just because YOU like it, doesn't mean it's OK to tag anywhere you want!!! Come on!!! Think about it!! Think about other people!  Don't disrespect your friends, family, and neighborhood!  How would you like it if someone you didn't know wrote all over your back pack, or clothes?  How would you feel if someone tagged: "The Spice Girls Rock!" on your back pack?  The point is, if it 's not yours; don’t touch it, even if you think you're improving it. 

One day, you'll have to pay for your own clothes, car and house; you know the bills you don't see because your parents pay them for YOU!  Would you want to pay an extra bill to clean up graffiti too?  Now how do you feel about graffiti?? Graffiti hurts everyone.  Just think about it.  If you’re tagging, then it will have an even bigger effect on you.

Check it out: did you ever stop to ask yourself "How could I ever get busted?"  Well, did you know that the cops have digital cameras to keep track of every tag that gets painted over?  They use these pictures as evidence of how many tags each tagger has done. Here’s something I bet you didn’t know: there are hidden surveillance cameras all over the city snapping shots of you or your friends.  Here’s something else:  taggers who are busted snitch on other taggers just to lessen their sentence.  Think about it:  who are your friends now?  Also, any of your classmates can make an anonymous call to Crime Stoppers at (PHONE NUMBER FOR CRIME STOPPERS) and receive a cash reward for turning you in.  Teachers: write this number down on the board (PHONE NUMBER FOR CRIME STOPPERS) Are you feeling a little paranoid yet?  

If you were caught tagging you’d, first: lose your license for one year; second: Remember the Game Monopoly, you go straight to jail or juvenile hall; third: You’d have to paint over graffiti in your neighborhood on your weekends.  That’s right - that guy or girl you’re scoping out will be checking you out in your Orange City vest.  Not too cool, huh? One tagger was sentenced to San Quentin for tagging and got a felony mark on his permanent record.  You can too.  Boy, that's a lot to think about!


Last question for yourself, "Can I really get hurt for tagging?"  Well, the answer is yes.  People have fallen from high places and have been paralyzed.  Others have been shot or killed, by gang members or as pay back from outraged property owners. 

So, is tagging really worth all of this? Think about it.

Remember:  Lose your license, lose your money, lose your weekends, lose your freedom, and lose your fun.  Choose or lose - don't tag.  Thanks again and have a nice day. And don’t forget, call Crime Stoppers to report taggers from your school. 

