(CITY NAME)

Graffiti Awareness

Information Sheet

· Remove graffiti within 24 hours.  If you do this consistently, eventually the tagging will disappear.  Taggers interpret tags that stay up as permission to continue to deface your property.  The quicker you get rid of tags, the sooner taggers stop.

· Remove any large garbage bins, pallets, moving vans, cars, storage bins, etc. away from walls of buildings.  They can be used as a ladder to gain access to your roof.

· Build high fences.  Low fences act as ladders to the roof.

· Use anti-graffiti coatings on your property for easier removal of graffiti.

· Form a Graffiti Watch Association with business neighbors.

· Keep a written log of graffiti incidents and take photos of chronic graffiti problems.  Call us if it is a chronic problem.  We can ask police to investigate for you.

· Call 911 when you see taggers tagging.  Document the date and time of your calls to the police.  Police have been instructed to respond.  If a police officer is slow in responding or aloof to your needs, get their badge number and report them to their superior.  Also, take the dispatcher’s name if they seem hesitant in sending you help.

· Use plants (ivy, trees, cactus) to block the view or cover areas that might get tagged or to keep taggers from accessing your property.  

· Use motion lights in problem areas.  You can adjust the angle of your lights to a particular width for maximum coverage. 

· Do not confront taggers.  Some taggers carry weapons.  

· Never call 911 on cellular phones when reporting graffiti in progress.  (All 911 calls on cellular phones are routed out of the country and then re-routed back).  Valuable time will be lost.  Instead, call (PHONE NUMBER), the City’s emergency number when using your cell phone.

· Do not keep your property in the dark.  Taggers love the darkness.  Make sure there is ample lightning on your property.

· DO NOT IGNORE THE PROBLEM.  The Blight Code says:

(INSERT BLIGHT CODE INFORMATION HERE)

For more information on Municipal Codes call the City Clerk’s office at (PHONE NUMBER).

· Property owners not cooperating in keeping their property graffiti free will be referred to Code Enforcement, and may be subjected to penalties and fines.

· Taggers do get caught.  (INSERT STATISTICS OF GRAFFITI VANDALS SITED OR ARRESTED HERE).  $400.00 worth of damage is now a felony.  Do your part by refusing to be a victim.  Take responsibility and demonstrate civic pride in fighting the battle against graffiti.

· One gallon of free paint per person can be obtained by the City’s Anti-Graffiti Program to cover tags.  Call (PHONE NUMBER) to make an appointment to pick up free paint.

· The city’s Anti-Graffiti Program will clean up graffiti called into our Hotline at (PHONE NIMBER) within 48 Hours.

